
Our next concert: 

Saturday 13th December 2025 

St Mary’s Church, Calne 

Our Christmas concert will include “A Christmas 
Oratorio” by the contemporary British composer Bob 
Chilcott 

 

 

Why not come and sing with us? There is no audition, 
and you can try us out before deciding.  We rehearse 
on most Mondays in Marden House, Calne. 
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Programme  



Programme Notes 

Welcome to our American-themed Summer Concert. 

Tonight's programme encompasses music on or around the Americas. 
We begin with Eric Whitacre's Cloudburst, a spectacular and 
challenging piece of programmatic music, setting words by the 
Mexican poet Octavio Paz and using both the choir and instruments to 
simulate a storm.  We then turn to Samuel Barber, most famous for his 
Adagio for Strings. His Agnus Dei is a reworking of this piece for choir, 
using the traditional Latin mass to produce a heart-wrenching plea for 
mercy and peace.  Then, with a break from the choral, we turn to one of 
America's more eccentric composers, Charles Ives. His Variations on 
America, originally written for organ, are played here in a four-hands 
piano arrangement and encompass everything from a simple minuet to 
a brisk march and a bravura finish.  The choir will then sing Aaron 
Copland's arrangements of Five American Folk Songs. These range 
from the comic (the Dodger, I Bought Me A Cat) to the plaintive (Simple 
Gifts). Finally, the choir returns to Whitacre for perhaps his most 
famous work, Sleep. Originally a setting of Robert Frost's 'Stopping by 
Woods on a Snowy Evening', the words were rewritten by Charles 
Silvestri for this piece. 

The second half of the concert features a work by a Black British 
composer, Samuel Coleridge-Taylor, famous in his day but now rather 
neglected. Hiawatha's Wedding Feast paints a vivid picture of an 
indigenous American wedding, using words from Henry Wadsworth 
Longfellow's epic poem ‘The Song of Hiawatha’. The piece describes 
the feast itself, 'of pemmican and buffalo' as well as the various 
entertainments offered, such as dancing, singing (represented by the 
central tenor solo) and storytelling. The piece finally ends with 
Hiawatha being left alone with his wife, Minnehaha.  

Conductor: James Green 

Tenor Solo: Robert Felstead 

Accompanist: Jemima Palfreyman 

Programme 
Cloudburst Eric Whitacre (1970-) 

Agnus Dei Samuel Barber (1910-1981) 

Variations on America Charles Ives (1874-1954) 

Old American Songs Aaron Copland (1900-1990) 

1. The Boatmen’s Dance 
2. The Dodger 
3. Long Time Ago 
4. Simple Gifts 
5. I Bought Me a Cat 

Sleep Eric Whitacre (1970-) 

- - Interval - - 
Hiawatha’s Wedding Feast 
 Samuel Coleridge-Taylor (1875-1912) 
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