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Programme Notes 

 

Carol Anne Duffy was  Poet Laureate between 2009 and 2019. In 

describing this work, she said, “As a poet, it has long been an 

ambition of mine to collaborate in writing new carols which drew their 

inspiration from the Nativity simply as a story. Whether we have 

Christian faith or not, the Christmas story is a wonderfully powerful 

one, with extraordinary resonances for our 21st century.” 

Her collaboration with Sasha Johnson Manning, herself a renowned 

musician and composer, led to them producing this set of 12 carols. 

Each has a reading that leads us from the Advent messenger, to 

Bethlehem and the birth of Jesus, the fight from Herod and then the 

return to Nazareth. We welcome back Roger Day, who will deliver 

these readings.  

Some of you may recognise the first piece, Mirabile Dictu, as we have 

sung it as part of other Christmas concerts. Now you will hear the 

lively, optimistic tone repeated in other parts of the set.  

.First performed by children from Manchester schools in 2007, it was 

a natural step that they should be given the name The Manchester 

Carols, which is how they have become known universally. 

 

There is an optional 13th piece that is labelled as an Encore and 

which brings all the Christmas sentiments together. We shall sing that 

as well. 

 

 

We hope that you enjoy it. 

  

 
 

 

O Come all ye Faithful 

 
 

O come, all ye faithful,  
Joyful and triumphant! 
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem; 
 
Come and behold him  
Born the King of Angels: 
O come, let us adore Him, (3x) 
Christ the Lord. 
 
God of God,  
Light of light, 
Lo, he abhors not the Virgin's womb; 
Very God,  
Begotten, not created: 
O come, let us adore Him, (3x) 
Christ the Lord 
 
Lo! Star-led chieftains,  
Magi, Christ adoring, 
Offer Him incense, gold and myrrh; 
We to the Christ Child 
Bring our hearts’ oblations: 
O come, let us adore Him, (3x) 
Christ the Lord 
 
4.Sing, choirs of angels,  
Sing in exultation, (Choir descant) 
Sing, all ye citizens of Heaven above! 
Glory to God  
in the highest: 
O come, let us adore Him, (3x) 
 Christ the Lord 

 



 

 

 

 

 

The Manchester Carols 

 

1 Mirabile Dictu 

2 The Advent Carol 

3 Christmas Flowers 

4 Annunciation 

5 The Trees 

6 A Miracle 

7 An Angel 

8 New Baby Born 

9 The Gold of Straw 

10 Mary’s Carol 

11 Call it Nazareth 

12 We Believe 

 

Encore 

The Present Song 

Hark! the Herald Angels Sing 
 
Hark the herald angels sing 
"Glory to the newborn King! 
Peace on earth and mercy mild 

God and sinners reconciled" 

Joyful, all ye nations rise 

Join the triumph of the skies 

With the angelic host proclaim: 

"Christ is born in Bethlehem" 

Hark! The herald angels sing 

"Glory to the newborn King!" 

Christ by highest heav'n adored 

Christ the everlasting Lord! 

Late in time behold Him come 

Offspring of a Virgin's womb 

Veiled in flesh the Godhead see 

Hail the incarnate Deity 

Pleased as man with man to dwell 

Jesus, our Emmanuel 

Hark! The herald angels sing 

"Glory to the newborn King!" 

 

Hail the heav'n-born Prince of Peace! 

Hail the Son of Righteousness! 

Light and life to all He brings 

Ris'n with healing in His wings 

Mild He lays His glory by 

Born that man no more may die 

Born to raise the sons of earth 

Born to give them second birth 

Hark! The herald angels sing 

"Glory to the newborn King!" 



 

 

Once in Royal David’s city  

Once in Royal David’s city 

Stood a lowly cattle shed, 

Where a mother laid her Baby 

In a manger for His bed: 

Mary was that mother mild, 

Jesus Christ her little Child. 

He came down to earth from heaven, 

Who is God and Lord of all, 

And His shelter was a stable, 

And His cradle was a stall; 

With the poor, and mean, and lowly, 

Lived on earth our Saviour holy. 

And through all His wondrous childhood 

He would honour and obey, 

Love and watch the lowly maiden, 

In whose gentle arms He lay: 

Christian children all must be 

Mild, obedient, good as He. 

For he is our childhood’s pattern;  

Day by day, like us He grew; 

He was little, weak and helpless, 

Tears and smiles like us He knew; 

And He feeleth for our sadness, 

And He shareth in our gladness. 

 

God Rest ye Merry Gentlemen 

 


